
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Cantilena Al Fedak  

* HYMN 454 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word  Liebster Jesu 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: We are blind to many things. 

People: Lord, cure our blindness. 

Leader: The light of God shines for us today. 

People: Lord, pour that light on us. 

Leader: Come, worship God who forgives and heals your blindness. 

People: Open our eyes, O Lord, that we might see opportunities to  
 serve you. 

INTROIT                  Thomas Ravenscroft 

Remember God’s goodness, O thou man, O thou man, 
Remember God’s goodness, and his promise made! 
Remember God’s goodness, How he sent his Son, doubtless 
Our sins for to redress, Be not afraid. 
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, you penetrate the darkness of the world with your love.  
We confess that we often close our eyes to the pain and suffering of 
so many.  When selfishness blinds us to the needs of others, forgive 
us.  When our insensitivity blinds us to the hurt we cause others, 
forgive us.  When our pride blinds us to our own faults, forgive us.  
Help us to walk in your light so that goodness, righteousness, and 
truth are made visible.  May we reflect your love and your mercy in 
and through all we say and do.  In the name of Jesus we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

KYRIE Hymnal No. 565  Weaver  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF GIANNA NICOLE PUCCIARELLI 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 171 The King of Love My Shepherd Is St. Columba 

  + Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes.  + 
 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Ephesians 5:8-14   

ANTHEM The Blind Man arr. Clary 

The blind man stood on the road and cried; 
Crying, “Oh my Lord, save me.” 
Crying that he might receive his sight. 
Crying, “What kind of shoes are those you wear?” 
Crying, “These shoes I wear are the Gospel shoes.”  



  

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

SERMON “By Faith, Not Sight”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Be Thou My Vision arr. Stephen Chatman 
  The text can be found at No. 339 in the Hymnal 

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 85 What Wondrous Love Is This Wondrous Love  

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Recessional on “The King of Love” Fedak  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Thomas Ravenscroft (1592—1635) was an English musician, composer, and editor. 
Although he wrote church music and compiled books of folks songs, today he is best 
remembered for composing “Three Blind Mice.”  The remainder of today’s music is by 
living composers. Born in Elizabeth, New Jersey, Alfred Fedak  (b. 1953) is currently 
director of music at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Albany. Stephen Chatman 
(b. 1950) is a native of Minnesota, studied at Oberlin and now is one of the most 
influential Canadian composers from his position at the University of British Columbia.  
Salone Clary (b. 1946)  is the music director at Wesley AME Zion Church in 
Washington, DC and a public school educator. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Ephesians 5:8-14 (NRSV) 
 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 
Live as children of light— 9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 
good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 
13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything 
that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 (NRSV) 
 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul?  
I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with  
oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can  
I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a 
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you 
shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what  
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  
5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 



  

 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely  
the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said  
to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 
Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 
11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel 
said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and 
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and 
anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then 
set out and went to Ramah.  

 
*     *     *     *     * 

 
 


